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Night Watch by Terry Pratchett 
 
Night Watch is the story of Commander Sam Vimes of the Ankh-Morpork City 
Watch, who finds himself cast back in time. Though living in the Ankh-Morpork 
of his youth is not always easy, he must survive as he has a job to do, which 
involves tracking down a murderer, teaching himself how to be a good copper, 
and changing the outcome of a bloody rebellion. The only problem is, if he wins 
he has no wife, no child – and no future.  
 
Night Watch was premiered by the Studio Theatre Club at the Unicorn Theatre, 
Abingdon, in January 2003. 
 
‘Terry Pratchett is an indisputable one-off… If Pratchett's many 
fans ever got the chance, they could certainly fill the largest 
football stadium in the land.’ Independent 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

EXTRACT  
 
Wiglet What happened there, Sarge? You know 
that bloke? 

Vimes Yes. He’s killed two coppers. Killed other 
people, too. 

Wiglet But he’s a copper! 

Vimes Swing gave him a job. 

Wiglet I never heard about coppers being killed. 

Vimes It wasn’t here. It was a long way away. 

Wiglet So you came to track him down? 

Vimes Something like that, yes. 

Young Vimes (indicating the Unmentionable) 
What are you going to charge him with, Sarge? 
 

Vimes Attempted assault on an officer. You saw the 
knife. 
 
Young Vimes You did kick him, though. 
 
Vimes Right, I forgot. We’ll do him for resisting 
arrest, too. 
 
The Watchmen laugh as they exit. Lu-Tze enters. 
 
Lu-Tze This is happening, but it isn’t how it 
happened before. This time, the anarchists in 
Morphic Street did a runner; they weren’t ambushed 
in their meeting, because some thick Night Watch 
Sergeant-at-Arms had made too much noise outside 
and alerted them. Two different presents. One past, 
one future…It’s all very complicated, even for us 
History Monks. 

 
 
If you enjoyed this, you might like: 
 

• The Truth by Terry Pratchett (m25 f10)     
• The Fifth Elephant by Terry Pratchett (m16 f8)    
• Peter Pan by JM Barrie, ad. Trevor Nunn & John Caird (m28 f17)  

 

Genre:   fantasy     Fee:   £56 plus VAT, per performance  
Cast:   m17 f12   Scripts:  ISBN 9780413774446  £8.99 
Set:   various fantastical settings Length: 2 acts 
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